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Abstract:

This study aims to identify an appropriate conceptual framework to
evaluate crowdsourcing platforms from an open innovation perspective
employing a combination of qualitative and quantitative methods. The
initial indices of the performance evaluation framework in the
crowdsourcing platforms are obtained through the Delphi method and
interviews with experts. Then, using these factors, a statistical
questionnaire is designed and distributed among users of crowdsourcing
platforms to confirm or reject the factors. Finally, the aspects of the
performance evaluation framework of crowdsourcing platforms are
specified from the perspective of open innovation. Using fuzzy
hierarchical analysis, these aspects are prioritized in order of
importance: Collaboration, Project design, Moderation, Terms and
conditions, UI/UX (user interface and user experience), and Key
statistics. Concerning the principle of crowdsourcing, which is based on
crowd participation and crowd intelligence of users, Collaboration and
Project design turned out to be the significant factors in evaluating a
crowdsourcing platform.
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The Role of Motivational Strategies on Young EFL Learners’
Basic Psychological Needs: A Self-Determination Theory
Perspective

Abstract

Enhancing young learners’ motivation has often been a primary concern in teaching
English as a foreign language (EFL). Adopting a self-determination perspective, this
study attempted to examine the impact of teacher's motivational strategies on young
EFL learners' basic psychological needs of autonomy, competence, and relatedness.
The present research employed a mixed-methods design using data from
questionnaires, semi-structured interviews, and reflective journals. A total of 30 EFL
young learners were selected and assigned to two classes, an experimental group, in
which the implementation of motivational strategies was studied, and a control
group. Four motivational strategies, namely generating initial motivation, creating
the basic motivational conditions, encouraging positive self-evaluation, and
maintaining and protecting motivation were instructed in the experimental group. At
the end of the treatment, all the participants filled out two questionnaires: The
Student Questionnaire on Motivational Strategies Effectiveness and The Basic
Psychological Need Satisfaction and Frustration Scale. Also, semi-structured
interviews were conducted with the young learners of the experimental group. The
results revealed that motivational strategies impacted young learners' basic
psychological needs of autonomy, competence, and relatedness positively.
Additionally, the qualitative data from the interviews and reflective journals shed
more light on the young learners’ autonomy, competence, and their relatedness.
Findings have implications for EFL teachers and materials designers.

Keywords: Autonomy, Competence, Motivational Strategies, Relatedness, Young Learners
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READING ISABEL ALLENDE’S IN THE MIDST OF WINTER
USING BHABHA’S THEORIES OF AMBIVALENCE, MIMICRY
AND UNHOMELINESS

Hoda Shabrang! & Golnaz Karimi®

Abstract

This research explores the different aspects of identity seeking and cultural hybridity in terms of post-
colonial discourse in various nations in Isabel Allende’s In the Midst of Winter with a focus on the liminal
space. It also exposes the way marginalized groups are influenced ultimately by hybrédized space and
consequently they possess hybrid and fugitive identities. This study uses Bhabha's theories of
ambivalence, mimicry and unhomeliness from his book, The Lecation of Culture, It is revealed through
this analysis that the liminal quality which is creatied as the consequence of colonial discourses will result
in creating a third space in which the oppressed ones undergo radical changes in terms of identity, and
this transformation leads to them gaining a spectral identity in the liminal space,

Keywards: Isabel Allende, Identity, Ambivalence, Mimicry, Unhomeliness

INTRODUCTION

The novel of In e Midst of Winter was published in 2017, and it revolves around three significant characters from
three different nations, Brazil, Chile and Guatemala, who are brought together bicause of a conflict over which they
unavoidably share their life story. [t begins with a minor traffic accident by Richard Bowmaster; he hits the car of
Evelyn Ortega who is a voung, undocumented immigrant from Guatemala in the middle of a blizzard in Brooklyn.
When Evelyn turns up ot the professor’s house seeking help, Richard asks his Chilean tenant, Lucia Maraz, for her
advice. This event becomes the impetus for an unexpected and moving love story between these two people, Richard
and Lucia, who thought they were deep into the winber of their lives, These theee very different people are brought
together and they ended up sharing their life stories. Richard recalls his life in Brazil with his Brazilian ex-wife, Anita,
and how he got his wife and his child, Bibi, killed in an accident. Lucia talks about her familial life in Chile and she
explains how she had to abandon the country for a period because it has become apolitically unsafe space which is
exacerbated by her brother's political activities. She reminisces her life when she gets back to her country. Evelyn, the
Guatemalan girl, describes her escape from Guatemala due to it being unsafe to live in their village, Monja Blanca del
Valle. She elucidates on why she had to immigrate (o America to Hve with her mother, who had left Guatemala when
Evelyn was a newbom.

It the Midst of Winter depicts the unfair attitude a society might have toward a distinctive idea, pesson or identity.
This uncommon factor is not necessarily due to the different regional spaces they come from, but it can be associated
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This research will explore the result of studying different aspects of identity seeking
and establishing it as a liminal-prone one In a hybridized atmosphere among the
colonized in terms of post-colonial discourse, based on Bhabha's theorles in his book,
The Location of Culture, and on Isabel Allende’s novel, The Japanese Lover (2015).
This study strives to expose the way through which the colonized characters’
identities in the novel undergo radical transformation through the third space which
Is heavily laced with qualities like ambivalence, stereotype, mimicry, and
unhomeliness. isabel Allende is an author whose novels mostly are an attempt to
delineate the process of identity shaping particularly in the USA, since |dentity has
always been an obsession for human which is defined based on different properties,
one of which refers to the nation, culture and the territories based on Bhabha's
notion of hybridity which stems from confrontation of the cultures of the oppressor
and the oppressed in the process of colonization. Generally, subject of identity in
post-colonialism discourse is one in which people especially the colonized seeks for

Space, Liminality attachment. It will be divulged through this analysis that how liminal quality which is
created as the consequence of colonlal discourses will result in creating & space in
which the oppressed one undergo radical changes in forming identity and how their
Identities are susceptible to alteration and likely to be unstable and fugitive.

Introduction

The present study is going to seek the concept of identity and its formation within the characters. Identity has
always been deemed as a key issue for those whose living place is either deliberately or inadvertently changed
and they must adapt themselves to an alienated space to which they do not belong, yet they are forced to form a
subjectivity which is adjusted to this new space. These people, who find themselves in interstitiality of cultures,
can neither claim to belong to their native culture nor are they deemed as the native members of the host
culture. This issue is even more intensified for the second generation who are born in the host country. These
troubles can be sought in the language they deploy alongside contrasts between the cultures, values and beliefs,
This circumstance creates a number of polarities and there is inevitably a classification of native and immigrants,
oppressed and the oppressor, the centralized one and the peripheral ones, east versus west, superior and inferior,
to name but a few. But as it was already mentioned, one cannot assert to possess one of these poles; in ather
words, they are caught in a situation which is ambivalent according to Homi K.Bhabha, since the aforementioned
states are not to remain eternally, thus the oppressed population is not marginalized forevermore. In Allende’s
The Japanese Lover, the critical point is addressed to the identity of the oppressed and it is going to reveal how
their identities are susceptible to alteration and it is likely to be unstable and fugitive. Despite the changes,
ambivalence and inability to establish a fixed subjectivity, this hybridized space can lead to self-realization in each
individual and consequently in a group or even a nation. The same does also take place in The Jopanese Lover
which will be elucidated elaborately. In this process, Homi K.Bhabha's theoretical concepts of mimicry,
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